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SOVIET ENGINEERS ON TRIAL 


HE dramatic trial of eight Soviet engineers 

accused of sabotage and counter-revolutionary 
activities, which closed in Moscow on December 
7 in an atmosphere of intense popular excitement, 
revealed once more that while the tractor may 


: have replaced the plough in Russian fields, the 


character of the Russian has undergone little 
The accused vied with 
he prosecutor in painting a dark picture of their 


. alleged misdeeds, and with an abject humility 
“lien to Western psychology rendered homage to 
“the government they had sought to destroy, while 


Moudspeakers and radio carried their speeches 
roughout the length and breadth of the land. 
Wor was the theatrical aspect of the trial belied 
at the end when the Central Executive Committee 
‘pf the Soviet Union commuted the five death sen- 
Mences to ten years’ imprisonment, and reduced 
e three ten-year sentences to eight years. 


The official indictment published on November 


a 1, and based largely on the confessions of the 


Paccused, implicated the Industrial party, organ- 
gazed by a group of Soviet engineers, along with 
Poincaré, Briand, Deterding, Urquhart and Colo- 
wel Lawrence, in a gigantic plot to overthrow 
"She Soviet government. During the past two 


Wears, it was charged, Professor Ramzin, a scien- 


Mist of European reputation, and seven of his as- 
ociates had acted as ringleaders in a conspiracy 


fo retard or injure Soviet industries by means of 


abotage, and had cooperated with foreign capi- 
Walists, Russian emigrés and the French general 
: aff in preparing for armed intervention. 
> The Industrial party, according to Ramzin, 
wed its origin to the dissatisfaction caused 
mong engineers by the government’s failure to 
w@ffect the return to capitalism which had been 
Aware 
hat they did not possesss the confidence of the 
overnment, these engineers were easily influ- 
nced by emigré capitalists who sought to recover 
eir nationalized property. The Industrial party 


at first had intended merely to lower the produc- 
tivity of Soviet industry, in the expectation, ap- 
parently, that it would thereby cause the fall of 
the government. In 1928, however, it established 
a direct contact with the Commercial and Indus- 
trial Committee, an emigré organization in Paris, 
from which it received financial assistance. 
Henceforth, its activities were subordinated to 
plans for intervention in which France, Poland 
and Rumania were cast for the leading réles. The 
intervention, first scheduled for 1930, when it 
was expected that the peasants’ opposition to col- 
lectivization would reach a climax, was postponed 
subsequently to 1931. Meanwhile, Ramzin com- 
municated with the Paris committee through the 
intermediary of two agents, respectively referred 
to as “K” and “R,” who were said to be in the 
service of the French government in Moscow, and 
to whom he furnished information concerning 
Soviet industries, especially those engaged in the 
production of armaments. 

Neither in the original confessions nor in the 
course of the trial did the accused go beyond a 
general statement of their aims, and the ques- 
tions of the prosecutor failed to elicit concrete 
details of their counter-revolutionary activities. 
The only direct evidence of France’s participation 
in the plot was offered by Ramzin, who claimed 
to have discussed intervention with two members 
of the French general staff in 1928. His other 
allegations were based entirely on hearsay. Ram- 
zin’s testimony was placed further in doubt by 
the fact that the man he named repeatedly as the 
spokesman of the Paris committee is known to 
have died in 1924, three years before the forma- 
tion of the Industrial party. Evidence involving 
foreign governments and their agents, while set 
forth in the indictment, was barred from public 
discussion, and was heard by the court in closed 
session. 


Opinion differs widely as to the real signifi- 
cance of the trial. Competent observers have fre- 


quently pointed out that Soviet engineers who 
held important posts under the old régime have 
not become altogether reconciled to the Soviet 
government and that the latter, in turn, has not 
given free play to their ambition and initiative 
for fear they might usurp their power to under- 
mine the socialist system. In many quarters, 
however, it is believed that the confessions of the 
eight engineers are based on nothing more sub- 
stantial than conversations, but imperfectly trans- 
lated into action. The trial, it is asserted, was 
a “frame-up” intended to divert the attention of 
the population from the hardships of the Five- 
Year Plan, and to shift the blame for industrial 
failures from the government to the engineers. 
It is claimed, moreover, that the government saw 
in the trial an unrivaled opportunity to substan- 
tiate its conviction that the capitalistic world is 
daily plotting its destruction. Despite the allega- 
tions of the engineers, it is thought that the trial 
failed to prove the existence of an international 
plot against the Soviet Union. The Soviet press, 
for its part, has followed the trial with the ut- 
most concern and seriousness, and has called on 
the masses to close their ranks against the new 
menace presented by France. The eleventh-hour 
decision to spare the lives of the accused may in- 
dicate that the government is satisfied with the 
effect of the trial, and does not wish to lose the 
services of eminent specialists. 


VERA MICHELES DEAN 


Briining Weathers Another Storm 


The German Cabinet has weathered another 
storm, and most of its drastic finance program 
providing for sweeping economies to balance the 
budget will now go into force.* Only by re- 
sorting to executive action under the emergency 
provisions of Article 48 of the Reich Constitution, 
however, has a serious crisis been averted. 


Chancellor Briining on November 20 managed 
to have his program approved by the Reichsrat or 
Federal Council, which is composed of representa- 
tives of the various German states. However, 
conversations with political leaders of all parties 
except the National Socialists and the Commu- 
nists, and the withdrawal of the Economic party’s 
Minister from the Cabinet, as well as further 
large gains by the National Socialists in recent 
municipal elections, convinced Dr. Briining that 
the government dared not risk defeat in the 
Reichstag on its program. On December 1, there- 
fore, President von Hindenburg decreed the en- 
actment into law of the finance program. 


Thus the Reichstag, when it reconvened on 


*F. P. A. News Bulletin, Vol. IX, No. 51, October 24, 1930. 
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December 3, was faced with a fait accompli. If 
it had voted to reject the decrees, the result would 
have been either resignation of the government 
and a political crisis which might have ended in 
the formation of a Right Cabinet including the 
National Socialists, or dissolution and new elec- 
tions—an eventuality which none of the moder- 
ates cared even to contemplate. Both possibili- 
ties were fraught with danger to German credit 
abroad and to the stability of the Reich at home. 
Faced with a Hobson’s choice, the Social] Demo- 
crats, who hold the balance of power in the 
Reichstag, chose to support the Briining govern- 
ment; and the motion against the decrees was 
lost by thirty-eight votes. Negatively, therefore, 
the Reichstag has approved the finance program, 
without being obliged, however, to take direct 
responsibility for its unpopular provisions. 


MILDRED S. WERTHEIMER 


Russian Agriculture During the War, by A. N. Antsi- 
ferov, A. D. Bilimovich and others. New Haven, Yale 
University Press, 1930. $4.00. 

This volume, published under the auspices of the Car- 
negie Endowment for International Peace, gives a com- 
prehensive account of the Russian agrarian question be- 
fore and during the World War. 


The Five-Year Plan of the Soviet Union, by G. T. Grinko. 
New York, International Publishers, 1930. $3.50. 
The vice-chairman of the Soviet State Planning Com- 

mission gives a comprehensive account of the industrial 

and agricultural programs of the Five-Year Plan, and of 
the results attained during the first two years of its 
operation. 


Social and Economic Studies of Post-War France, 
edited by Carlton J. H. Hayes. New York, Columbia Uni- 
versity Press, 1929. 

Vol. I., The Public Finances of Post-War France, by 

Robert Murray Haig. $5.50. 

Vol. II., The Process of Inflation in France, 1914-1927, 

by James Harvey Rogers. $5.00. 

Vol. III., The Economic Development of Post-War 

France, by W. F. Ogburn and William Jaffé. $6.00. 

Vol. IV., France a Nation of Patriots, by Carlton J. H. 

Hayes. $4.50. 


The series is to comprise seven volumes and when com- 
pleted will offer a comprehensive history of post-war 
France of the utmost value to students of national and 
international affairs. 


Arabian Peak and Desert; Travels in Al-Yaman, by A. 
Rihani. New York, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1930. 
Price $5.00. 

The third volume of a trilogy on present-day Arabia; a 
colorful, often penetrating but characteristically whimsi- 
cal account of the author’s sojourn in a country where 
Italy, Great Britain and Russia are today rivals for the 
favors of the Imam Yahya. 


Turkey Faces West, by Halidé Edib. New Haven, Yale 
University Press, 1930. Price $3.00. 
Traces to its early origins the Westernization movement 


which has recently assumed such pronounced momentum 
in Turkey. 
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